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New Study Questions OSHA Attack on Environmental Tbbacco Smoke 

On Ttiesduy. November 14.1999, the aea-partian Congressional Research Service OCRS) released 0* 
results of a 30-monih ready on the rub of cwu a n mctnl (second-hand) tobacco intake (ETS) in the wort- 
place. The report rears aerioux questions about the scientific basis for recent regulatory moves by die Oa iipa- 
ticnal Safety are! Health Admauxtrefcan (OSHA) ro seve rel y restrict cx prohibit ETS in American workplu-.-^. 
If implemented. the rules would emeatialty prohibit anefcag by worker* and cusunwre in any place (includ¬ 
ing bare and itanrnu) abac workers might be exposed to may level of smoke. 

The National Ucawed B«wq*ge Association (WLBAX which he* actively opposed the proposed OSHA 
rules, today exiled on the ag ency « rethink its approach to the mbjact in fi ght of the latest CRS findings. 
NLBA represents bars. liquor ttxts and other retail m e mb er s of the hospitality industry. According to 
NLBA Preudenc Jim Simp so n. "NLBA has always held that it is the right and the responsibility of hospitality 
business ownere to qu o ta an environment that b comfortable for customers and conducive to worker produc¬ 
tivity and ■risftcBon. Cnatamai and wodn as should haw a choice of environments. Scientific evideno.- 
does not support government ntcruaXum and limiatioo of thane choices. The competitive nuufcctplacc 
currently provide* a wide variety of smoking mdsmekw-free choices for both wadsets and customers. That L< 
how our system is aoppooud n work, and it is worki ng well". Simpson said. 

Among the key observations made by the CRS study are the following quotes: 

"The swrisric al evidence does not appear u> support a oonetasicn that threw are substantial health effects of 
passive smoking." (p. 7) 

"Therefore, had 03 Ha pe rformed a mere-analysis, it seems likely that it would lure found no incie.i>od 
long cancer risk Aon rexaparioturi ETS exposure.'* (p- 62) 

"Even at the greatnsr ingnud exposure levels, the measured risks are Still subject to uncertainly." tp. 2) 

“H is dear that nusctustficagan and recall bias plague ETS epidemiology studies." (P- 45) 

“--two targe new studies that fo u nd no risk of heart disease from passive smoking." (p. 63) 

NLBA President lira Simpson aid, "The CRS study shows thre OSHA’s resumptions in support of a ban 
an smoking in the workplace are baaed on faulty acjaaoe As a raarit. the entire OSHA docket on the pnifmsed 
regulation should go back »the drawing booed." 

The NLBA testified before OSHA ui apposition to OSHA’s ETS rule and has opposed congressional 
legislation seeking to but smoking in workplaces and in eating sod drinking establishments around the 
many. 
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Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/jhflOOOO 
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